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ede Pickering is motivated by her curiosity, sense of 
adventure and desire to explore the world. Camera 
in hand, she has traveled to over 90 countries on six 

continents and the results of her journey have enriched the lives 
of countless people along the way. In May, she will be honored 
with the Alumni Service Award for her tireless efforts on behalf 
of CARE and Women’s World Banking.
  Not only an inveterate traveler, Ms. Pickering is a passion-
ate, self-taught photographer. “I shoot from the heart,” she says. 
“My keen interest in photography grew out of my wish to record 

what I saw during my travels 
to the developing world. When 
I found I could combine my 
love of travel and photography 
in a way to benefit humanity, 
everything changed, my life 
came together.”
 Over the years, she became 
deeply moved by the plight of 
the women and children she 
captured through the lens of 
her camera and began looking 
for ways to improve their lives. 
She volunteered for CARE 

because she had seen the positive impact of its work in the field 
and admired its philosophy of offering “a hand up rather than 
a hand out.” In 1998, she co-founded and became the chair of 
CARE’s first Women’s Initiative Group in New York. 
 “It was the first time in my life I was given the opportunity 
to build something from scratch,” she says. “I worked around 
the clock to raise funds and awareness. I worked harder as a 
volunteer than I had ever worked in any paying job because I 
believed in what I was doing.”
 She headed the Initiative for seven years and helped launch 
chapters in Boston, Chicago and San Francisco. The group’s 
mission is to link women in the U.S. with those in developing 
countries and raise funds to create opportunities for people in 
need. Its main focus is the education of girls, which has proven 
to be the most effective means of fighting poverty and creat-
ing productive societies. Ms. Pickering donates many of her 
photographs to the cause and speaks from personal experience 
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to audiences across the country. (Her 
photographs can be viewed on her 
website: www.dedepickering.com.)
 “While we continue to empower 
women around the world, they in 
turn empower us by teaching us 
about their lives,” she says. “We have 
learned that we have similar dreams 
for a safer, healthier, more peace-
ful world for all our families. We 
can accomplish these dreams if we 
work together, united across cultural 
divides.”  
 Ms. Pickering served 
as a New York trustee 
for CARE and was a 
member of the Advi-
sory Committee for its 
Campaign for Education. 
In addition, she is on the 
board of Women’s World 
Banking, a global  
network of 54 microfinance 
institutions that provide 
small loans to enable people, 
primarily women, to start 
their own businesses and 
lift themselves out of pov-
erty. Based on her travels 
and her commitment to 
make a positive impact on 
society, she was asked to join  
the Explorers Club in New 
York. She and her husband, 
Bruce Bossidy, split their 
time between New York  
City and Bay Head, N.J. 
with their springer spaniel 
Dolly.
   Ms. Pickering’s humanitarian 
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 Currently, she has what she calls a 
“reverse mentor,” a young woman who 
helps her navigate Twitter, YouTube, 
Facebook and other currently indispens-
able technological tools. Ms. Krulewitch 
points to the success of the company’s 
M.A.C. cosmetics line which has a mil-
lion Facebook followers. With the help of 
spokesperson Lady Gaga, it gives 100% 
of its profits from lipstick and lip gloss 
to the M.A.C. AIDS Fund. She says the 
company’s presence in China is “explod-
ing” and she could use a mentor for that 
market alone.
 Beyond her professional duties, Ms. 
Krulewitch volunteers as co-chair of the 
Historic House Trust of New York City 
and vice-chair of the Mayor’s Fund to 
Advance NYC. She is a member of the 
Executive Committee at the Coalition of 
the Homeless’ First Step Program, which 
provides job-training for women, and the 
Director Emerita for Publicolor, a non-
profit organization that transforms public 
school spaces with color. She also serves 
on the board of the M.A.C. AIDS Fund, 
The Breast Cancer Research Foundation, 
and serves as advisor to the Alzheimer’s 
Drug Discovery Foundation. She lives in 
New York City with her husband Peter, a 
real estate executive and beekeeper. Their 
son David works in Washington D.C., in 
urban planning.
 Ms. Krulewitch entered MFS in tenth 
grade and says, “Miss Fine’s had a big 
impact on me. Everything I was exposed 
to — the academics, the sports, Prince-
ton, the people, the friends — was a great 
experience and a life-changing moment.”
 Flip through the pages of the 1961 
Link and one finds she is still the person 
the yearbook describes as “sharp and 
open and she loves…people and living…
(We’re) glad she’s everyone’s friend and 
will never change.”

to use it. I knew that U.S. corporations 
were carrying out violations of human 
rights and causing environmental injus-
tice abroad, while largely evading scru-
tiny for that activity in the United States. 
I wanted a way to challenge what they 
were doing out there — but by fighting it 
in here — in U.S. courts.”
 Through the Harvard Human Rights 
Clinic, Ms. Vahlsing has been able to 
help address those injustices. “They’re 
the best at what they do,” she says. “I’m 
very fortunate to be keyed into that net-
work and have the support that I do.”
 She is co-chair of the Harvard Law 
School Chapter of the National Lawyer’s 
Guild, an editor of Unbound: Harvard 
Journal of the Legal Left, and recently 
received a Covey Fellowship in Public 
Interest and Environmental Law.
 Fighting injustice on a global stage 
takes patience. For years, Ms. Vahlsing 
tried to find U.S. legal representation for 
Tanzania’s Maasai who were pushed off 
their land and deprived of their water by 
a foreign safari company. In February, 
she learned two law firms she had been 
pursuing were taking the case.
 “That felt really good,” she says, 
“because even though I have limitations, 
I am part of a network of activist lawyers 
and law students that help me transcend 
those limitations.
 “My hope is to one day start my 
own NGO that would deal specifically 
with human rights and environmental 
justice,” she continues. “Right now we 
have a lot of heart and a lot of ideals, 
but we have no money so we’ll be 
applying for fellowships and seeking 
donors. The battle is totally uphill. 
Many of the cases we work on take 
years. We often lose. But what small 
gains we do make are symbolic, and 
they exceed us.” 
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efforts were foreshadowed by some of her 
early academic choices. She remembers 
loving geography and history at PDS, 
and studied psychology and sociology in 
college. But it was travel that changed her 
life. Upon high school graduation, she 
journeyed to Africa for the summer. 
 “That trip opened my eyes and changed 
the way I saw the world forever,” she says. 
“It was my first real adventure, but there 
was no way I could have possibly known 
the impact it would have on my life.”
 In the 1980s, Ms. Pickering worked in 
New York City as an executive recruiter 
placing senior management. “I found 
myself in my midtown Manhattan office, 
staring out the window, wondering what 
lay beyond the concrete,” she says. “I felt 
restless and unfulfilled. Interviewing 
others made me question my own life. I 
wanted more than just a job. I wanted to 
make a difference in the world. I felt my 
life shift in a different direction.”
 She has traveled to all corners of the 
globe and her passport is filled with 
stamps from such exotic places as Tibet, 
Bhutan, Cambodia, Vietnam, Nepal, Al-
bania, Patagonia, Peru, Kenya, Tanzania, 
Mongolia, Rwanda, Uganda, Myanmar, 
and Antarctica. She has been on humani-
tarian missions to Guatemala, Kosovo, 
Ghana, Togo, Benin, the Dominican 
Republic, Cuba, and to India many times.
 “My travels led me up mountains, 
down rivers, through villages and beyond 
familiar places and comfortable fa-
cilities,” she says. “I believe that all the 
steps I have taken throughout my life 
have led me to what I’m doing today. I 
believe that every individual can make 
a difference for good in this world, that 
one must have conviction and courage 
to stand for principle, even against grave 
odds, and that even the biggest dreams 
and most ambitious goals begin with the 
actions of individuals.”
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